NCIP Capital Funding          Get thinking!! [image: image1.png]



South Dublin Childcare Committee is delighted with the announcement of the NCIP capital funding grants 2012. This is an opportunity for private & community childcare services operating one or more of the DCYA funding schemes (ECCE/CETS/CETS) to apply for a capital grant of up to €50,000.
The funding is available for small maintenance/renovation work or equipment and the maximum grant available is €50,000 (inclusive of VAT) with no requirement for matching funding from the applicant.

The applications will be made online through the Pobal website and once it is up and running we will let you know. In the meantime, if you are going to apply, you can get a start on considering what you need to apply for and get all your quotes and required paper work in place as the time frame for application will be quite short one announced.
What can you do now?

We would advise you to look at your latest HSE report and see if there are any non compliant areas that you haven’t addressed yet that concern small maintenance or renovation work or purchasing of new equipment / furniture / materials.  Also look at any recommendations your preschool officer may have listed.
If you are in the process of completing Síolta with a Síolta co-ordinator and they have made suggestions of things you should buy then ask them to put this in writing to support your application.

If you have had a phase 2-Aistear support visit from your Programme Development Officer (PDO) that has highlighted toys / furniture or equipment that will improve the quality of your service for each child, then use this as an opportunity to purchase these items.  
Consult with your staff and with the children as they may have some great ideas of what you might need. Parents might too!
Observe the children during the day in each room and in the garden to see if you have enough toys and equipment and to see where their main areas of interests are.
Do you have any special needs children that would benefit from any room adaptations or specialized equipment or resources? Talk to their parents and any professionals in their support team.
Here is a list that might prompt some ideas:
Outdoor toys / equipment / gardening materials / ride-on toys / dens / shelter
Furniture – shelving / storage / partitions to make areas /chairs & tables
Equipment / toys / books that recognize different cultures / communities / special needs / family structures etc
Toys / puppets / books that discuss feelings / emotions
Notice boards for parents. Smaller places with no reception area might benefit from an outdoor one that has a glass or waterproof cover.
Digital camera /printer/ laminator /computer
Books

Materials for Library area /cozy area/ sensory area/ home corner /dress up/ messy area/ building area/ Small world toys
Flooring –does it need replacing? Walls need repainting? Partition in toilets?
Does each child have a place to store their belongings – drawers /cubby hole?
Small world toys

Sand and water trays and toys /utensils to go with them e.g. sieves, whisks, objects that float or sink.
Consider each room individually – baby room, toddlers, wobblers, preschool, Montessori and after school. Do you have enough toys and equipment to meet the developmental needs of each age group and the needs and interests of each child? 
Don’t forget to look at your kitchen, office, parent’s room /area and toilet areas /baby changing
Your Programme Development Officer in SDCCC will be more than happy to visit you to offer some other suggestions P: 4570122
